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GENERAL	INFORMATION:	WHO	ARE	YOU?	WHO	ARE	YOU	WORKING	FOR?	

We are two interested people who are concerned about the lack of comparative research and writing 
about the issues of Armenian Genocide and Jewish Holocaust. We should say that we are quite 
brave in taking upon ourselves the task of dealing with this theme and compare two “incomparable” 
things, which the nations don’t want to compare at all. 
Yair Rubin: I am the founder and the manager of "Face to Face", an Israeli NGO that operates 
youth-exchange projects between Israel, Germany and Poland.  
For 5 years I was a guide in the Ghetto Fighter's House museum and for 22 years I worked as a high 
school teacher (literature, political science) in the Israeli educational system. 
Mariam Kurshudyan: I am an activist on Human Rights. I am the Project Manager of “Green 
Camp Educational NGO”, which is a youth organization working with society through youth. The 
main aim of my organization is to provide non-formal educational opportunities to youth in the 
rural areas, encouraging youth to be involved in social activities, giving them a chance to volunteer 
in our/partner organizations, to develop their mental and creative skills.  
For the past two years I am also working as the Project Manager of the NGO “Coalition to Stop 
Violence against Women’’. The organization is dealing with women’s rights, advocacy and 
awareness-raising to Human Rights and especially women’s rights. 
 

PROJECT	TEAM:	WHY	DID	YOU	CHOOSE	TO	WORK	TOGETHER?	

We do not have a good answer to that. During the meeting in Yerevan we found that we have 
common areas of interests and ideas, and when we started thinking about a joint project things just 
rolled in a natural course. We both were interested in the effects of trans-generational transference 
on people that are second generation to Jewish Holocaust and Armenian genocide survivors, and we 
both believe that it is time that Jews and Armenians expend the connections between the so-similar-
and-yet-so-different cultures and nations. We think that one of the ways to do that is to think, 
discuss, research and write about the similarities and differences between the two nations. 

PROJECT	IDEA:	WHAT	IS	YOUR	JOINT	PROJECT	ABOUT?	

We plan to write an article that will be based on interviews with people that are second-generation 
to the Jewish Holocaust on one side and the Armenian Genocide on the other side. We want to write 
a comparative study, to see what are the similarities and differences in points of view, feelings, 
memories and influences on their lives as second-generation. 
We have written a questionnaire (see appendix below) that deals with three major subjects – 
"personal memory", "collective memory" and "identity and actions". The interview is going to be 
done in person and straight forward – sitting and talking. We will record the interview and 
transcribe it afterwards (all of that has already been done in Israel).  
We, for the time being, use only our private sources and connections in order to find people to 
interview, and to learn about the current research. We talked to a few experts like Prof. Yair Auron, 
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an Israeli expert on genocide in general and the Armenian genocide in particular, and Prof. Ara 
Sarkis Asjian, and we conducted a search for Jewish-Armenian comparative research, in order to 
know more about what we need to do and what is the current situation in that field. From our 
research and our talks with experts we learned that nothing like the article we plan to do has ever 
been done before. 
We would probably need some funding in the future for working on the actual writing and 
publishing of the article. We plan to meet again, after the interviews, in order to work on the 
analysis and write the article itself.  

ACTIVITY	PLAN:	WHAT	WAS	THE	PROGRAM	/	WHAT	DID	YOU	PLAN	TO	DO	
DURING	THESE	DAYS?	

The program, both in Israel and in Armenia, is to get generally acquainted with the countries, the 
societies and traditions of each other, in order to understand the other nation better.  
The second stage is to interview in Israel a representative of the second generation of Jewish 
Holocaust survivors, and in Armenia a representative of the second generation of Armenian 
Genocide survivors. We planned to transcribe the recorded interviews and integrate them into the 
identical questionnaire we prepared in advance. 
The program of the days in Israel was as follows: 
First day: Visiting Domus Galilaeae, a unique Catholic Priests school, and talking to one of the 
students there. Then we visited the holy sites in Nazareth, getting to know the Christian aspect of 
Israeli life. 
 

 
Our guide in Domus Galilaeae 

 

Second day: touring the Western Galilee and Akko, exploring the complexity of mixed Arab-Israeli 
life. 
Third day: touring the old city of Jerusalem and the holy sites of it. It is extremely complex, very 
diverse and very important to the understanding of the Israeli culture. In addition to that we visited 
the Armenian quarter of the old city, met people and heard their thoughts about what we plan to do. 
We even got some names of people we should meet and places we should see. It showed us the 
level of care and interest in what we do, which was encouraging and supportive.   
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Fourth day: making last preparations before the interview, reviewing the questionnaire and 
continuing searching for relevant material – academic sources, literary material and research.  
Fifth day: We interviewed the Jewish second-generation person we chose, and then we toured the 
exhibitions of the Ghetto Fighter's House museum, the first Holocaust museum in the world. At that 
day we also transcribed the interview. 

 
Interviewing Tali Shner 

 
Sixth day: incorporating the transcription of the interview with the questionnaire and writing the 
first draft of the report.  

 
Working on the report 

 

We will report on the detailed program of the Armenian part after the meeting in Armenia, though 
we already have the general outline. There may be some slight changes, and we will send it to you 
later, as we planned when communicating via email. 
 

WORK	SHADOWING	

1. The goals were to meet and get to know the respective societies, in order to be able to 
analyze and understand our interviewees and their answers to our questionnaire. That meant 
to travel a little in the country, meet people and get to know the atmosphere, the culture and 
the way of life so as to have a well-based article after all. 

2. We think that we had a very productive and well-spent time in Israel. We managed to learn 
a lot about the role of the Holocaust in the cultural life, we managed to see some of the more 
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important places relevant to our theme (the Holocaust Museum, the Armenian Quarter, the 
Holy places in the old city) and we feel that we have a better understanding of the subject. 

3. Our organizations are not relevant to the subject. We met in this project because we come 
from organizations that are committed to cooperation and openness to other cultures and 
different ideas, but our current joint work is a different side of our interests as human beings 
and as part of our national and social identity. 

4. Our work was a real team work. We read a lot about each other’s nation and tragedies 
before our meeting, so we were "on the same page". Due to that we think our work was 
really productive, as we have managed not only to write the questionnaire for our 
comparative article, to meet the interviewee and transcribe it, but also we began to write the 
prologue of the main article. And what is even more important – we became really good 
friends, which makes our work easier. 

 

PERSPECTIVES:	WHAT	IS	THE	STATUS	OF	YOUR	PROJECT?		

We fulfilled our tasks for the Israeli part of the project - we had a very good interview, we 
transcribed it, and started the analysis of the material.  
The plan is to do the same in Armenia on 11-15/9 this year. After that we intend to keep writing by 
using the Google Docs platform. We plan to meet again towards the end of the year in order to 
complete the writing and prepare the article to publication, and for that we might need help in 
funding. 
We have not yet decided where to publish and we are looking for different options.  
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APPENDIX	

 
Second generation of Holocaust / Genocide survivors Questionnaire 

Personal memory 

• Who is/was the Holocaust/Genocide survivor at home when you grew up?  
• Did you hear stories or memories when you grew up? Where they part of life lessons or just life 

stories?  
• How much was the subject present in your life? In the family life? Were there specific occasions – 

birthdays, memorial days, celebrations, family gatherings – when the subject was present even 
more?  

• Do you remember things that were told to you as a child that were specifically attributed to the 
parents experiences, like "eat all the food on your plate" / "all Germans / Turkish people are bad" / 
"The world hates us" or other things? Can you recall how it affected you – your feelings, your 
thoughts? 

• When did you realize that it is a part of your identity as a Jew / Armenian? Was it a significant part? 
How did that make you feel? 

• Do you think it had a significant influence on your personality? Your beliefs and opinions? Your 
behavior? Your connections and relationships? 

Collective memory 

• What did you learn about the subject outside the home and from whom? Did you look for that 
information because of the knowledge you had from home?  

• How important is that event in history in shaping your view of the world?  
• Was there any influence to those memories on your political views? 
• Do you see influence in your own children – their views, their behavior, their life? 
• Do you think that enough is being done in preserving the memory? 

Identity and actions 

• What was the influence of being a second generation on your life as a grownup? 
• Did being a second generation to survivors caused situations where you felt the need to get 

psychological help? 
• Was there any influence to these memories / identity on specific decisions in your personal / social 

life or political views?  
• Is there anything you would have done differently in that respect? 
• Is there anything you would like to do today? 

 

Is there anything you would like to add? Something important to you that you would like us to know? 


